FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

July 9, 2007

CONTACT: THE LITERACY COUNCIL OF HIGHLANDS

BRETA STROUD, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR (828) 526-9938 EXT. 240

THE LITERACY COUNCIL OF HIGHLANDS AND HIGHLANDS COMMUNITY PLAYERS COLLABORATE 

Loving Literacy - A Premiere Gala is set for Wednesday, August 15th at 6:30 p.m. at the Martin-Lipscomb Performing Arts Center

Last December, the boards of Highlands Community Players and The Literacy Council of Highlands resolved to battle illiteracy together in a dramatic way.  Since then, they have been working diligently planning the premiere performance of “How the Other Half Loves.”  

This is the twelfth season for Highlands Community Players. Since 1995 with their first performance of “Steel Magnolias,”  they have entertained and inspired audiences and given our closet thespian neighbors a creative voice. “How the Other Half Loves” is their final production of the 2006-2007 season.

The Literacy Council of Highlands was founded in 1991 after surveys and statistics showed one third of the adult population in Macon County does not have a high school diploma and almost 15% of those adults have less than a ninth grade education.  More recent data show that fifty-one percent of the adult population here in Macon County struggle with illiteracy. 

Adults who cannot read have trouble with the basics of everyday life, from reading street signs to filling our insurance forms, to helping their children with school work.  Children whose parents cannot read are twice as likely to become adults who cannot read and these same children are five times more susceptible to dropping out of high school, continuing the cycle of illiteracy.  

The educational programs at the Literacy Council of Highlands are designed to help break this cycle. These programs can continue with generosity from our community.

Join the Literacy Council of Highlands and Highlands Community Players in the fight against illiteracy. Plan to attend “How the Other Half Loves” on Wednesday,  August 15th, at the Martin-Lipscomb Performing Arts Center. The opening reception with wine and Hors d’oeuvres, catered by Let Holly Do The Cooking, will begin at 6:30 p.m.  The performance begins at 7:30 p.m. and after the play, coffee and dessert will be prepared by Jan Zahr of Blackberry Hill Bakery and Deli.

Individual tickets are $125. Additional levels of sponsorships are: Pulitzer Prize (6 premiere seats and acknowledgment in the program - $1500), National Book Award (4 premiere seats and acknowledgment in the program - $1000), Best  Seller (2 premiere seats and acknowledgment in the program - $500),  and Editor (unable to attend, but would like  to contribute). Tickets can be purchased or donations made at   www.highlandsliteracy.org or by calling The Literacy Council of  Highlands at (828) 526-9938 at extension 240.

